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DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL

THE ROLE OF SPATIAL PLANNING IN THE DDM

Spatial planning plays a crucial role in integrated planning and the District Development Model
by providing a framework for guiding development and land use decisions within a district or
municipality. Here's how spatial planning is important in this context:

1. Coordination and Integration: Spatial planning helps coordinate various sectors and
stakeholders involved in development. It provides a platform for integrating different aspects
such as housing, transportation, infrastructure, environment, and economic development. By
considering these factors holistically, spatial planning enables a more coherent and
integrated approach to development within a district or municipality.

2. Efficient Resource Allocation: Spatial planning facilitates the efficient allocation of resources
by identifying suitable areas for different types of development. It helps optimize land use,
infrastructure investments, and public services. By strategically locating residential,
commercial, industrial, and recreational areas, spatial planning ensures the effective use of
resources and minimizes inefficiencies.

3. Environmental Sustainability: Spatial planning supports the principles of sustainable
development by promoting environmentally responsible practices. It helps identify and
protect sensitive ecological areas, preserve natural resources, and mitigate the impact of
development on the environment. Spatial planning can incorporate strategies for climate
change adaptation, energy efficiency, green infrastructure, and conservation, contributing
to long-term sustainability.
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. Social Equity and Inclusivity: Spatial planning can address social disparities and promote
inclusivity within a district or municipality. By considering factors such as accessibility,
affordability, and social infrastructure, it helps ensure that development benefits are
distributed equitably across different communities. Spatial planning can also facilitate the
provision of affordable housing, social amenities, and services in areas that require them the
most.
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. Infrastructure Development and Connectivity: Spatial planning is instrumental in identifying
the need for and prioritizing infrastructure investments. It helps determine the location and
design of transportation networks, utilities, and public facilities. By considering connectivity
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and accessibility, spatial planning enhances the efficiency of transportation systems,
promotes multimodal mobility, and supports economic development by facilitating the
movement of goods and people.

6. Long-Term Vision and Resilience: Spatial planning provides a long-term vision for a district or
municipality. It sets the direction for development, taking into account future growth,
demographic changes, and emerging challenges. Spatial planning can incorporate resilience
principles, ensuring that development is prepared to withstand and recover from shocks and
stresses such as natural disasters or economic downturns.

Overall, spatial planning is essential to integrated planning and the District Development Model
as it facilitates coordination, efficient resource allocation, environmental sustainability,
social equity, infrastructure development, long-term vision, and resilience. By integrating
spatial considerations into the planning process, districts and municipalities can achieve more
sustainable, inclusive, and well-functioning communities.
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